Witnessing Minister’s Accountability
A W.M.A. sound file we all need to listen to and put into practice.

Satan wants believers to think that sharing God’s Truth is a worthless & hopeless task​-the size of the task is daunting and the negative responses are too much too handle.  But the shoes God gives us are the motivation to continue to proclaim the true love, joy and peace which is available in God - news everyone needs to hear and then proclaim.
The key to witnessing, ministering or preaching, is to allow God to disciple you, by teaching you his ways and by pursuing God’s will continuously. It is vital that believers allow the Holy Spirit to inspire and move in them as well as speak through them.  The following Bible study will help ensure that you understand your responsibility and how critical it is to share the good news with others and the importance of being disciplined by the Holy Spirit in the Truth of the Gospel of Christ.  
Believer’s are chosen to preach the Gospel:  (1 Corinthians 1:17-31)
1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  

1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  

1:19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.  

1:20 Where is the wise?  where is the scribe?  where is the disputer of this world?  hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  

1:21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.  

1:22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:  
There are three keys to preaching the Gospel:
[1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness;  
1:24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.]  
1:25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  

1:26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:
1:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;  

1:28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:  

1:29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.  

1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:  

1:31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.  
Demonstrating the Gospel in Spirit:  (1 Corinthians 2:1-16)
2:1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.  
2:2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  
2:3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.  
2:4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
Why? 

2:5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of me, but in the power of God.  
2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:  
2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:  
2:8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  
2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  
2:10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  
2:11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.
2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  
2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.  
2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  
2:15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.  
2:16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.
Demonstrating the Gospel without the Spirit:
Example of a false witness:  (Titus 1:15-16) & (Matthew 15:19)
1:15 & 16 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled 16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.

15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:

Example of a false teacher:  (Matthew 7:15) & (2 Corinthians 11:13)
7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.
11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.

Charged to Preach the Gospel:  (2 Timothy 4:1, 2)
4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;  
4:2 Preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  
4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  
4:4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  
4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.  
Reason for Charge:  (Romans 10:17) & (Matthew 24:14)
10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.
A good witness is disciplined in various ways:  (Ephesians 4:11-16)
4:11-16 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in F10 the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
Disciples are generally Witnesses, Ordained Ministers, Preachers and Teachers; 
· Witnesses – (Acts 1:8 & 4:33)
1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

4:33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

· Ordained Ministers - (Isaiah 61:1), (Colossians 4:17) & (James 1:22, 27)
61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;
4:17 And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfill it.
1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

· Preachers – (Matthew 10:27), (2 Timothy 4:2) & (Romans 15:18-21)
10:27 What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.
4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

15:18-21 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation:  21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand.
· Teachers – (Matthew 28:19), (Acts 5:42), (1 John 2:27) & (2 Timothy 2:2)
28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

5:42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.
2:27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (We teach what the Holy Spirit has taught us and by the Spirit of God we teach others who will listen to God’s voice.)
2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

Believers are to examine themselves to see if they are in the faith:  (2 Corinthians 13:5) & (Philippians 1:27, 28)
13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?
1:27, 28 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;   28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God.
Study the Word of God:  (2 Timothy 2:15), (Luke 12:12) & (John 14:26)
2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

12:12 For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.
14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

Note:

It is important to note the scriptures mentioned above are there to serve as a reminder to all who seek to do God’s will and to serve others as they are called to do so.  We know that it is God’s will for us to live our lives in a worthy manner, in order that we may be found blameless and so that others may take notice of our witness in the Holy Spirit, as our testimony will reflect to others whether we our in the faith or not.  We will defeat the enemy’s of our faith through the word of our testimony in Christ and the Blood of the Lamb.  We are all called to be good ministers, preachers, teachers & evangelist, disciplined in every good work ordered by God.  Whatever your calling is, you must rely on the Holy Spirit to direct your path and to order your steps.  We must Live according to the Gospel of Peace and fulfill our duties by allowing the Holy Spirit to teach and discipline us by any means the Lord deems necessary.  
Christians all over the world are being reminded with studies such as this one, to continue in the vocation of their calling set forth by the Lord, in order that they may remain in faith and to grow in Christ. The point is, once we have matured to adults in the Spirit, we should not need to be reminded the basics, In order that we may ensure others get to hear the Truth of the Gospel of Christ, and his resurrection. Consider the following scripture verses.  

Hebrews 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.
Be ready to preach by putting on the full armor of Christ beginning with Salvation and following through as with the following verse. 

Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
Our lives are living epistles 2 Corinthians 3:2-3 (Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men:) and we must remember always that we are the salt of the earth and our words should be seasoned with salt of the Truth we have dwelling in us. Amen.
· Matthew 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 

· Mark 9:50 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another. 

· Luke 14:34 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned? 

· Colossians 4:6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.
· Luke 11:33 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which come in may see the light.
Summary: 
We have learned that we are all held accountable to the calling God has bestowed on us, after we were saved.  We indeed are saved if we continue in the growth and not walk away from our appointment to serve others.  We may fall down at times but we need to get back on track and serve God.  Remember, if you are not serving God you are serving satan.  The Word of God should never be mishandled and his Temple should never be defiled.  We are the Temple he chose to dwell in and the vessel that contains the Word of God.  We should only speak and teach what the Holy Spirit teaches and guides us to do so.  The bible says, let no man, teach you, but the Spirit will teach through a man and the confirmation will come from the Holy Spirit to the one that is being taught by a man.  In other words, you will know the Truth and the Truth will set you free. You will know when the Truth is being taught if you have the Holy Spirit in you.  It is vital, that when we learn the Truth, we share that with others.  In fact, it is our responsibility to do so.  We will be held accountable by the Lord if we refuse the little children to come unto the Lord. The Lord says, “Suffer the little children to come unto me, for of such is the Kingdom of God.”   Therefore it is our duty as believers to grow in Christ and share the good news with the ones the Lord presents us with, as the Father knows those that are his and he draws them unto himself.  We have the Father in us if we have the Son, Jesus Christ within. Amen. 
Further Studies:
Please read the story of Jonah in Jonah 1-4 (Jonah runs away from his calling)
And also read Acts 10:1-Ch.11:18 (Inspired by the Spirit of God, Peter preaches to Cornelius and the gentiles)
Closing Comments:
After this study, you have to ask yourself, “am I where I should be in respect to my calling and have I allowed the Holy Spirit to speak through me when an opportunity was presented to me?”  If you are sincere then your reply must be, not always. But I’m sure many would proclaim an emphatic, “I try!”  
As Disciples of Christ, we should have the ability, humility and the availability for the Lord to speak through us at any given moment.  After all, we have the mind of Christ, if we have the Lord dwelling in us. And we should not need any man to teach us the basics all over again.  If you are one who is learning the basic principles of the Gospel for the first time then you should know God wants you to grow in Christ Jesus, and not stay in the basics.  If you find you are a believer, that has not advanced in his/her calling and has trouble witnessing to others, then please trust that the Lord will speak through you. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you into all his Truth.  If you are a Teacher, Preacher, Evangelist or a Minister in Christ etc., it is our hope this study helps you to get the Word out to others, of the importance of sharing the Gospel of Christ when the Holy Spirit moves you to do so.
Romans 15:5-6 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: 6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
So don’t be afraid to get out there all you saints, let the Holy Spirit guide you, preach the Word of God, the Gospel of the Living Christ, Jesus.  Sow in Peace, and to the ends of the earth, speak his Truth in Love, and in Jesus name, Amen.
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